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734 The American Naturalist. [September, 

Structure and Life of Birds. 7 — In this volume the author un- 
dertakes to show the development of birds from reptilian ancestors from 
anatomical evidence. He then describes the structure in detail, dwell- 
ing on the work done by special organs. The chapter on flight com- 
prising some hundred pages, contains the latest information on this 
vexed problem, and includes much original matter, the result of Mr. 
Headley's personal investigations and observations. Color and song, 
instinct and reason, migration, and the principles of classification are 
treated of in separate chapters. A brief recapitulation of the argu- 
ments for and against the theory that the ancestors of the ostrich 
family were birds of flight, and hints as to the best methods of studying 
ornithology, are given in concluding the subject. Each chapter is 
accompanied by a list of books bearing upon the topic under discussion. 

Seventy-eight illustrations are given in the text, some of which are 
reproductions from photographs of birds in motion. 
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